ANNUAL  REPORT 


THE  TOWN  OFFICERS 

— OF — 

North  Reading, 

For  the  Year  Ending  February  17 , 1899* 

ALSO,  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  AND 
THE  TRUSTEES  OF  FLINT  LIBRARY. 


READING  : 

W.-  H.  Twombty  & Sons,  Printers,  Haven  St. 
1899. 


TOWN  OFFICERS,  1898 


Selectmen,  Assessors  ami  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
SOLON  0.  HOLT,  Chairman , 

JOSEPH  D.  GO  WING,  ISAAC  A.  FLINT 

Town  Clerk. 

ARTHUR  F.  UPTON. 

Treasurer  and  Collector  of  Taxes. 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING. 

Auditor. 

GEORGE  IL  PUTNAM. 

Road  Commissioners. 

F.  HOWARD  MOSMAN, 

FRANK  W.  CASE,  IRVING  F.  BATCHELDER 

Supt,  of  Schools. 

JUNIUS  C.  KNOWLTON. 

School  Committee. 

HERBERT  L.  ABBOTT,  (Chairman, 

EDWARD  D.  PARKER,  MRS.  MARY  F.  LEFAVOUR,  Sec'y. 

Constables. 

FRANK  O.  WALTON,  EDWARD  D.  PARKER. 

Special  Police. 

WILLIS  W.  ESTY. 

Trustees  of  Cemeteries. 

FRANK  W.  CASE, 

GEORGE  R.  HINMAN,  LELAND  I).  BATCHELDER. 

Trustees  of  Flint  Library. 

GEORGE  Iv.  PARKER,  Chairman , 

GEORGE  B.  PARKER,  Treas.,  JOSEPH  D.  GOWING,  SeCy, 
DENNIS  BATCHELDER,  EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, 

.T.  MILTON  ROBINSON. 

LIBRARIAN. 

MISS  ADUIE  W.  GOWING. 


4 


Registrars  of  Voters. 

SOLON  O.  HOLT, 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING,  . ISAAC  A.  FLINT, 

ARTHUR  F.  UPTON,  ex-officio. 

Board  of  Health. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN. 

Fence  Viewers. 

LELAND  D.  BATCHELDER,  IRVING  F.  BATCHELDER, 
IRVEN  C.  EATON. 

Field  Driver. 

NEIL  G.  McKAY. 

Pound  Keeper. 

WILLIS  W.  ESTY. 

Inspector  of  Animals  and  Provisions. 

F.  HOWARD  MOSMAN. 

Fire  Engineers. 

WALLACE  F.  UPTON,  JOHN  BACHELLER, 

JAMES  Z.  HARRIS,  HERBERT  L.  ABBOTT. . 

Forest  Fire  Wardens. 

FRANK  W.  CASE, 

DENNIS  BATCHELDER,  WILLIAM  I.  NICHOLS. 

Undertaker  and  Burial  Agent, 

HENRY  H.  DAME. 

Supt.  of  Almshouse. 

WILLIS  W.  ESTY. 

Surveyors  of  Wood  and  Lumber. 

ISAAC  A.  FLINT,  HENRY  A.  UPTON, 

SOLON  0.  HOLT,  WILLARD  P.  TURNER, 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON,  LYMAN  BATCHELDER. 

GEORGE  K.  PARKER. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

HENRY  H.  DAME. 

Public  Weighers. 

GEORGE  H.  PUTNAM,  FOSTER  R.  BATCHELDER, 

ARTHUR  F.  UPTON,  FRANK  PARKER. 

Tree  Warden. 

WILLIAM  I.  NICHOLS. 


/ 


REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN. 


SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


Paid  for  teaching  High  School  . 

. $540 

00 

“ “ “ Grammar  School 

396 

00 

“ “ “ Intermediate  . 

390 

00 

“ “ “ Primary 

396 

00 

“ “ “ Music  and  Drawing  . 

123 

00 

Superintendent  of  Schools  . 

180 

00 

School  supplies  ..... 

357 

36 

Care  of  rooms  ..... 

191 

08 

Repairs  on  school  houses 

608 

73 

Transportation  of  scholars  . 

882 

00 

Wood  and  coal  ..... 

151 

28 

$4,21 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Paid  Arthur  F.  LTpton,  town  clerk 

$25 

00 

Arthur  F:  Upton,  registrar  and  election 

officer  ...... 

15 

00 

Arthur  F.  Upton,  for  recording  births, 

marriages  and  deaths 

13 

45 

Arthur  F.  Upton,  books,  stationery, 

printing  and  express 

4 

91 

Arthur  F.  Upton,  journeys  out  of  town 
Solon  O.  Holt,  selectman,  assessor  and 

5 

00 

overseer  of  the  poor 

140 

00 

Solon  O.  Holt,  journeys  out  of  town 
Solon  O.  Holt,  registrar  and  electon  of- 

35 

00 

ficer  ...... 

12 

00 

Joseph  D.  Go  wing,  selectman,  assessor 

and  overseer  of  the  poor 

130 

00 

5 45 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$380  36 


$380  36 


Amount  brought  forward 
Paid  Joseph  D.  Gowing,  journeys  out  of 
town  ...... 

Joseph  D.  Go  wing,  registrar  and  elec- 
tion officer  ..... 

Isaac  A.  Flint,  selectman,  assessor  and 
overseer  of  the  poor 
Isaac  A.  Flint,  registrar,  and  election 
officer  ...... 

Joseph  D.  Gowing,  collector 
Joseph  D.  Gowing,  treasurer 
Joseph  f).  Gowing,  printing,  postage 
and  stationery  . . . . 

Herbert  L.  Abbott,  school  committee  . 
Edward  D.  Parker,  school  committee  . 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  Lefavour,  school  com- 
mittee ...... 

Frank  O.  Walton,  constable 
Edward  I).  Parker,  constable 
Henry  II.  Dame,  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures  . . . . . 

F.  II.  Mosman,  cattle  inspector 
George  PI.  Putnam,  auditor  . 

Warren  W.  Cleary,  moderator 
William  I.  Nichols,  tree  warden  . 
PVank  Parker,  attending  check  list 
Henry  H.  Dame,  teller 
Warren  W.  Cleary,  teller 
Ph*ank  O.  Walton,  teller 
Leland  D.  Batchelder,  teller 
Edward  D.  Parker,  teller 
James  Z.  Harris,  engineer 
Wallace  F.  Upton,  engineer 


35 

00 

12 

00 

30 

00 

7 

00 

100 

00 

50 

00 

14 

00 

26 

00 

20 

00 

10 

00 

33 

50 

25 

00 

2 

00 

30 

00 

3 

00 

5 

00 

1 

00 

o 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

10 

00 

10 

00 

7 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  Elizabeth  C.  Ball  ....  $28  00 

George  A.  Bessey  ....  40  00 

Martha  Bessey  .....  48  00 

Daniel  W.  Eaton  .....  44  00 

Lucy  Eaton  .....  36  00 

Asa  A.  Flint  . . * . . . 10  00 

John  Hogan  .....  8 00 

Samuel  W.  Holt  . . . . . 54  00 

Nancy  Holt  • . . . . 12  00 

William  H.  Jones  ....  48  00 

Joseph  Kenney  . . . . . 60  00 

Sylvester  Mclntire  . . . . 108  00 

Win.  C.  Mclntire  . . . . 54  00 

Ozro  Mason  ......  96  00 

Sarah  J.  Mason  .....  48  00 

George  W.  Nichols  ....  48  00 

Irvin  Richardson  .....  24  00 

William  S.  Todd.  . . . . 96  00 

Ebenezer  Tarbox  . . . . 72  00 

Josephine  Watts  . . . . . 48  00 

Frank  O.  Walton  . . . . 36  00 

Thomas  P.  West  .....  48  00 


$1,066  00 

MILITARY  AID. 

Paid  Asa  A.  Flint $24  00 

John  Grant  . . . . . . 144  00 

Daniel  D.  Mclntire  . . . . 16  00 


$184  00 


<s 


PIKE  DEPARTMENT. 


Paid  Fred  A.  Eaton,  steward  . . . $27  37 

Firemen  . . . . . . 114  95 

C.  W.  Campbell  for  horses  ...  5 00 

J.  B.  McLane,  repairs  ....  1 25 

Supplies,  Oil,  &c.  . . . . 3 90 


$152  47 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid  for  printing  town  reports 

$48 

75 

Insurance  on  Old  Town  Hall 

75 

00 

Decoration  of  hall  for  High 

School 

graduation 

5 

00 

II.  L.  Abbott,  treas.  of  Fourth 

of  July 

committee 

200 

00 

Flowers  for  vase  . 

2 

00 

Insurance  for  almshouse  buildings  . 62 

75 

Mowing  Common 

3 

50 

Printing  warrants  and  notice 

4 

75 

State  tax  .... 

285 

00 

County  tax  .... 

472 

57 

Insurance  for  engine  house  . 

20 

00 

Return  of  deaths  . 

. . 4 

00 

Ringing  bell 

52 

00 

Flint  library,  dog  fund  . 

153 

33 

Care  of  tramps 

168 

00 

Overtaxation  and  abatements 

100 

54 

Repairs  for  Memorial  Hall  . 

33 

23 

Repairs  for  Old  Hall  . 

80 

Court  fees  .... 

n 

85 

Amount  carried  forward  . 

$1,703 

07 

9 


Amovnt  brought  forward 

. $1,703  07 

Paid  Office  supplies  and  telephones  . 

26  39 

Care  of  Memorial  Hall 

87  03 

Interest  ..... 

509  49 

Flag  staff  repairs 

28  27 

Band  stand  repairs 

1 89 

Memorial  day  .... 

90  00 

12,446  14 


SUMMARY. 


Orders  drawn 

for  Schools  . 

. $4,215 

45 

u u 

Town  Officers  . 

815 

86 

u u 

State  Aid 

1,066 

00 

u u 

Military  Aid  . 

184 

00 

u u 

Highways 

. 1,797 

87 

U u 

Overseers  of  Poor  . 

800 

58 

u u 

Fire  Department 

152 

47 

u « 

Miscellaneous  . 

. 2,446 

14 

SOLON  O.  HOLT, 

JOSEPH  D.  GO  WING, 

Selectmen  of  North  Heading. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


INMATES  OF 

NAME. 

Sophina  Flint,  died  Jan.  1 S 90 
Emily  Buxton 
Sarah  Banker 
Margaret  Donohue 
Present  number,  3. 

672  tramps  have  been  assisted. 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY 

Ten  cows  ..... 

Young  stock  .... 

1 horse  ..... 

Ilay  and  grain  .... 

Manure  ..... 

Fowls  ...... 

Wood  and  fuel  .... 

Farming  utensils 
Household  furniture  . 

Provisions  and  produce 


ALMSHOUSE. 

AGE. 

90  years 
54  “ 

49  “ 

(58  “ 


ALMSHOUSE 

$380 

00 

(30 

00 

75 

00 

219 

50 

140 

00 

12 

00 

125 

00 

412 

75 

362 

50 

164 

70 

10,951  45 


Bill  uncollected  (for  produce)  $11  ’2.90. 

CASH  RECEIVED  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

For  Produce  . . . . . . $109  52 

Wood 72  00 


A mount  carried  forward 


$181  52 
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Amount  brought  forward . . . $181  52 

For  Stock  .......  88  57 

Board  and  lodging  . . . . 214  00 

Labor  .......  2 45 

Milk 706  29 

Care  of  tramps  . . . . . 168  00 

Premiums  at  fair  . . . . . 14  50 

Cash  from  Overseers  ....  225  60 


$1,550  98 


PAID  OUT  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

For  Groceries  ..... 

$210 

58 

Meat  and  Fish  .... 

116 

93 

Crackers  ..... 

19 

59 

Flour  and  grain  .... 

891 

05 

Butter  and  Cheese 

86 

62 

Stock  ...... 

. ' 14 

50 

Labor  ...... 

206 

60 

Blacksmith  bill  .... 

8 

98 

Ice  ...... 

10 

00 

Furniture  and  repairs  . 

95 

Clothing,  bedding  and  shoes 

8 

37 

Tools  and  seeds  .... 

19 

48 

Physician’s  bill  and  medicine 

5 

60 

Manure  ..... 

14 

50 

Repairs  on  buildings 

1 

25 

Coal 

7 

75 

Barrels  . 

15 

78 

Lumber  ..... 

3 

45 

Salary  of  keeper  . 

450 

00 

$1,550  98 
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OUTSIDE  POOR. 

Paid  Town  of  Wakefield  for  Carrie  Mclntire  . . $16  00 

Funeral  expenses  and  supplies  for  Ovid  Dickenson  25  85 

Danvers  Hospital  for  board  of  Melvena  J.  Davis  169  46 

City  of  Lynn  for  supplies  for  Carrie  E.  Smith  . 42  00 

City  of  Lynn  for  Lewis  G.  Holmes  and  wife  . 57  05 

Town  of  Natick  for  supplies  for  Mrs.  W.  A. 

Nichols  * 15  00 

Danvers  Hospital  for  board  of  Eliza  Mclntire  . 85  42 

Mrs.  Louisa  Walsh  (soldier’s  relief)  ...  96  00 

Supplies  for  Eliza  Bird  .....  24  00 

Town  of  Wakefield,  supplies  for  George  O.  Mc- 

Tntire 3 00 

Town  of  Wakefield  for  Walter  J.  Mclntire  . 7 00 

Town  of  Heading  for  Charles  S.  Mclntire  . . 34  20 


$558  98 

SOLON  O.  HOLT, 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  North  Reading. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


and 


team 


Paid  F.  H.  Mosman,  and  team 

L.  D.  Batchelder,  and  team 
Rodney  Tarbox 
Charles  N.  Abbott 

E.  Tarbox 
George  Abbott 
Will  Mclntire 
Chas.  W.  Campbel 
J.  Mclntire  . 

Arthur  Mason 
Justin  Orben 
Martin  L.  Orben 
Frank  Bowman 
J.  F.  Orben  . 

W.  H.  Orben 
J.  Curtis 

F.  Day  . 

E.  D.  Parker  . 

Gardner  Mclntire 

M.  G.  Robinson 
Geo.  L.  Ditmars 
Arthur  G.  Eaton 
H.  A.  Upton,  men  and  team 


Paid  for  plank  for  bridges 
Freight  on  plank  . 
Nails  and  spikes 
Labor  . 


$169 

20 

36 

58 

37 

75 

41 

80 

17 

‘31 

45 

91 

77 

11 

24 

25 

54 

08 

15 

00 

30 

17 

30 

17 

2 

50 

2 

50 

2 

50 

3 

95 

1 

00 

1 

00 

4 

33 

50 

/ 1 

67 

1 

00 

7 

50 

CO 

LsC  1 

55 

3 

90 

84 

19 

00 

$607  28 


$56  29 


Paid  for  labor  on  sidewalks  . 
Paid  for  pathing  snow 


14 


$31  00 
$131  25 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid  Geo.  K.  Parker  for  224  loads  gravel  . 

$17 

92 

J.  B.  McLane,  blacksmith  bill 

11 

10 

Pick  and  hammer  handles  . 

1 

75 

Repairs  on  pumps  .... 

3 

00 

Grate  for  pipe  ..... 

1 

00 

Housing  road  machine 

3 

00 

Paid  general  highway  work 

$426 

03 

Pathing  snow  ..... 

131 

25 

Sidewalks  ...... 

31 

00 

Repairs  on  bridges  .... 

19 

00 

Nails  and  spikes  ..... 

84 

Plank 

32 

55 

Freight  on  plank  .... 

3 

90 

Miscellaneous 

37 

t i 

$682  34 


I.  F.  BATCH  ELDER’S 


ACCOUNT 

WORK. 


Paid  I.  F.  Ratchelder,  and  team  . 
Allen  Fames,  and  team 
Dennis  Batchelder,  and  team 
Lyman  Batchelder,  and  team 
L.  I).  Batchelder,  and  team  . 
Wm,  Law  .... 


GENERAL  ROAD 


$116  45 
38  33 
10  60 
11  10 
2 20 
23  84 


A moan  t carried  forward 


$202  52 


A m oun  t brough  t forward 

$202 

52 

Albert  Bessey 

28 

09 

Leslie  Nichols 

24 

50 

John  Richardson  . 

80 

66 

Ralph  Pringle 

1 

17 

C.  P.  Flint  .... 

8 

87 

S.  B.  Fames  .... 

4 

84 

C.  M.  Batclielder  . . 

16 

67 

Frank  Parker 

15 

93 

George  Emerson  . 

4 

88 

F.  Bacheller 

1 

00 

NORTH  STREET  APPROPRIATION. 

Paid  I.  F.  Batclielder,  and  team 

$14 

25 

Lyman  Batch  elder,  and  team 

7 

20 

Frank  Parker 

6 

00 

Allen  Fames 

6 

00 

John  Richardson 

6 

.00 

Wm.  Law  . . ... 

. 8 

75 

George  Emerson 

•> 

25 

A.  A.  Upton,  gravel  . 

l 

75 

Dennis  Batclielder,  gravel  . 

2 

80 

Appropriation 

MAPLE  STREET  APPROPRIATION. 

Paid  I.  F.  Batclielder,  and  team  . 

$16 

50 

Lyman  Batch  elder,  and  team 

. 7 

50 

Wm.  Law  .... 

4 

50 

Frank  Parker 

4 

50 

Allen  Fames 

4 

50 

John  Richardson 

4 

17 

George  Emerson 

4 

50 

Dennis  Batclielder,  gravel  . 

5 

84 

$328  68 


$50  00 
$50  00 


$52  01 
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Appropriation 

Overdrawn  ...... 

SNOW  BILL. 

I.  F.  Batchelder,  and  team  . 

$18  00 

C.  M.  Batchelder  .... 

3 00 

William  Law  ..... 

3 00 

Leslie  Nichols  ..... 

4 08 

Neal  Christianson  .... 

3 00 

Albert  Bessey  ..... 

3 50 

Robert  Blair  ..... 

3 00 

Kenney  Blair  ..... 

3 00 

George  McKenzie  .... 

40 

John  Eames  . . • . 

3 00 

Frank  Bacheller  .... 

2 17 

Herbert  Batchelder  .... 

3 00 

John  Richardson  .... 

33 

John  McDonald  .... 

2 50 

William  Parker  .... 

67 

S.  B.  Eames  ..... 

3 00 

Albert  Milner  ..... 

3 00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1 Ralph  Pringle,  gravel 

$8  88 

Miss  A.  B.  Sanborn,  gravel 

2 56 

William  Parker,  gravel 

2 20 

George  E.  Dow,  gravel 

12  40 

Isaac  Swasey,  gravel 

3 00 

J.  B.  McLane,  for  picks 

4 50 

J.  B.  McLane,  blacksmith  bill 

5 00 

C.  H.  Nichols,  snow  bill 

4 52 

50  00 
$2  01 


$58  65 


$43  06 
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Road  work 
North  street 
Maple  street 
Snow  hill 
Miscellaneous 


$328  63 
50  00 
52  01 
58  65 
43  06 


$53:2:  35 


ROAD  WORK. 
Paid  Frank  W.  Case,  and  team  . 

Justin  L.  Orben  .... 

Martin  L.  Orben  .... 

John  Orben  ..... 
George  O.  Orben  .... 

Arthur  R.  Rogers  .... 

Fred  A.  Ward 

Charlie  Emerson  .... 
A.  L.  Batchelder,  and  team 
T.  L.  Foley,  and  team 
George  H.  Holt,  and  team  . 


$75  78 

38  76 
41  25. 

39  74 
32  06 
39  59 
10  86 

4 50 
38  00 
15  30 
13  50 

■ $349  34 


CUTTING  BUSHES. 

Paid  Charlie  Emerson  ....  $ 90 

Walter  Emerson  ....  90 

$1  80 


MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 


Paid  Carpenter  & French,  4 snow  shovels  . 

$1 

40 

A.  F.  Upton,  6 snow  shovels 

1 

80 

S.  O.  Holt,  repairing  pump  . 

1 

50 

J.  B.  McLane,  blacksmith  bill 

0 

95 

GRAVEL  BILL. 

Paid  E.  M.  Ward 

$20 

80 

A.  V.  Holt 

10 

08 

$30  88 
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APPROPRIATION 


FOR  CENTRAL  STREET. 


Paid  Frank  W.  Case,  and  team  . . . $17  50 

Justin  Orben  .....  6 G8 

Martin  Orben  .....  6 68 

John  Orben  .....  6 68 

George  Orben  .....  6 68 

Arthur  Rogers  .....  6 68 

Charlie  Emerson,  and  team  . . 2 40 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Holt,  gravel  ...  6 20 


SNOW  BILL. 


Paid  Frank  W.  Case  .....  $7  00 

X.  (4.  McKay  .....  7 67 

Arthur  McKay  . . . . . 2 19 

Joseph  Wilson,  Elm  street  ...  2 50 

Guv  Wilson,  Elm  street  . . . 2 17 

J^yeeman  McKeen  ....  2 83 

Enos  Spicer  . . . . . 2 74 

Frank  Fisher  .....  2 00 

John  Joubert  .....  65 

James  Gates  . , . . . 2 67 

George  Orben  .....  84 

Martin  Orben  .....  2 59 

Justin  Orben  . . . . . 2 59 

Austin  Childs  .....  1 42 

FfcUemont  Hammond  ....  34 

1,.  G.  Ward  ......  50 

W.  P.  Turner  and  team  ...  21  89 

Charlie  Emerson  .....  5 62 

Walter  Emerson  .....  4 33 

George  II.  Holt  . . . . . 5 00 


$59 


Amount  carried  forward 


$77  54 


19 


Amount  brought  forward  . 
Paid  Joseph  Wilson,  North  street 
Guy  Wilson,  North  street 
George  Smith 
George  Morse 

T.  L.  Foley  and  team  (1897) 
G.  H.  Holt  and  team  (1897) 
A.  L.  Batchelder  . 

Charlie  Eaton 
C.  W.  Campbell  and  team 
Fred  Ward  .... 
Charles  Currier 
Daniel  Kelley 

Otis  Evans  .... 
Will  Evans  . 


lioad  work  . 

Cutting  bushes 
Miscellaneous 
Gravel  bill 
Snow  bill 

Appropriation  Central  street 


$77  54 
3 00 

3 00 

4 50 
2 66 

8 43 

9 50 

5 58 
3 00 

1 13 

3 17 

2 50 

4 17 

3 33 
*2  50 


$134  01 


$ 


349  34 
1 80 
7 65 


30  88 
134  01 
59  50 


$583  18 

FRANK  W.  CASE,  Commissioner. 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED. 


F.  Howard  M osman 
Frank  W.  Case 
Irving  F.  Batchelder 


$682  34 
583  18 
532  35 


$1,797  87 
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Appropriations,  highways  and  railings  . $1,300  00 

Maple  street 50  00 

North  street 50  00 

Central  street  ......  50  00 

Bridges  .......  50  00 

Sidewalks  . . . . . . . 75  00 

Overdrawn  ......  222  87 

$1,797  87 


F.  HOWARD  MOSMAN, 

FRANK  W.  CASE, 

IRVING  F.  BATCHELDER, 

Road  Commissioners . 


CATTLE  INSPECTOR'S  EEPORT. 


dumber  of  inspections  at  places  of  killing  ....  54 

Cattle  inspected  .........  44 

Swine  inspected  .........  59 

F.  H.  MO S MAN, 

Inspector. 


LIST  OF  -JURORS. 


As  prepared  by  the  Selectmen  Feb/ 1C,  1899: 

John  K.  Upton, 

Warren  W.  Cleary, 

Solon  O.  Holt, 

Charles  A.  Upton, 

George  H.  1 hitnam, 

Leland  D.  Batchelder, 

I.  Arthur  Flint, 

Charles  H.  Nichols, 

Frank  W.  Case, 

Albert  L.  Batchelder, 

Henry  Batchelder, 

John  Bacheller. 

SOLON  O.  HOLT, 

JOSEPH  D.  [GO WING, 

Selectmen  of  North  Heading. 


TOWN  CLERK’S  RECORD. 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1S98. 


Number  of  intentions  of  marriage  .....  4 

“ marriages  recorded  . . . . . 4 

“ births  recorded  . . . . . . 16 

“ males  ...  ....  8 

“ females  ........  8 

“ deaths  recorded  . . . . . . 17 


DATE  OF 
DEATH. 

NAME  OF  DECEASED. 

V. 

AGE. 

M. 

D. 

DISEASE  OH  CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Fel).  20 

Walter  P.  Alien 

0 

0 

7 

Anaemia. 

Mch.  7 

Samuel  E.  Abbott 

si 

10 

29 

Valvular  Disease  of  the  Heart. 

Mch.  21 

Benjamin  A.  Emerson 

64 

5 

3 | 

Paralysis  (Hemiplegia). 

Apr.  17 

Martha  M.  Aver 

62 

2 

26 

Heart  Failure  /(comp,  of  diseases). 

May  18 

Emilv  A.  Campbell 

69 

8 

IS 

Meuieres  Disease. 

May  1!) 

Frances  A.  Flint 

58 

8 1 

27 

Uraemia. 

-June  17 

William  E.  Hopkins 

29 

1 

20 

Tuberculosis. 

July  27 

Herbert  R.  Averill 

1 

7 

23 

Convulsions. 

Aug’.  1 

Henrv  Orben 

79 

9 

27 

Chronic  Pleurisy  and  Dropsy. 

Aug.  6 

Julia  L.  Oerstlauer 

49 

8 

5 ! 

Suicide  by  Drowning. 

Aug.  17 

Harvev  W.  Batchekler 

0 

0 

1 

Cyanosis.  [bereulosis. 

Sept.  3 

Ralph' H.  Putnam 

15 

10 

24 

Exhaustion  due  to  Pulmonary  Tu- 

Sept.  4 

Estv 

0 

0 

5hr. 

Died  immediately  after  birth. 

Nov.  1 

Samuel  W.  Holt 

72 

8 

0 

Chronic  Endocarditis  (caused  by 
Rheumatism). 

Nov.  27 

Joseph  A.  Whittredge  ... 

66 

2 

9 

Pneumonia. 

Dec.  ll 

Abigail  Needham  Parker. 

7:; 

5 

28 

Angina  Pectoris. 

Dec.  2.3 

Ovid  Dickerson 

58 

0 

°! 

Apoplexy  or  Heart  Disease. 

I 

DOG  LICENSES. 


Number  of  dogs  licensed  in  1898 
“ males 
“ females 

Tax  on  63  males  at  $2  . 

Tax  on  10  females  at  $5 

Deduct  clerk’s  fees 


IS 

63 

10 


1126  00 
50  00 

$176  00 

14  60 


$161  40 

Paid  J.  O.  Hayden*  County  Treasurer  . . 161  40 

ARTHUR  F.  UPTON, 

Town  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  CEMETERIES. 


RECEIVED  FROM 

Cyrus  Ayer,  1 lot 
Ambrose  Tinkham,  1 lot 
L.  D.  Batchelder,  for  hay 


SALE  OF  LOTS. 

120  00 
15  00 
5 00 


PAID  OFT. 


Paid  Joseph  Wilson,  for  mowing 

$22  00 

Frank  W.  Case,  trustee 

2 00 

Leland  D.  Batchelder  . 

2 50 

Geo.  1L  Hinman 

1 50 

Town  Treasurer  . 

12  00 

$40  00 


FRANK  W\  CASE, 


$40  00 


Treas.  of  ( ' emetery  Trustees. 


TRUSTEES’  REPORT  OF  TRUST  FUNDS. 


To  the  Citizens  of  North  Reading : 

We  herewith  present  our  sixth  annual  report. 

FLINT  MEMORIAL  HALL  BUILDING  FUND  OF  *6,000. 

This  fund  was  a gift  to  the  Town  from  Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Flint  — 
$3,000  March  6th,  1893,  and  $3,000  March  30th,  1898 — the  income 
of  which  is  to  be  used  in  keeping  Flint  Memorial  Hall  building  in 
repair  and  insured. 


This  fund  is  now  invested  as  follows: 
Amount  on  deposit  in  the  Warren  Five  Cent 


Savings  Bank  of  Peabody 

$1,000 

00 

Amount  on  deposit  in  Salem  Savings  Bank 
Amount  on  deposit  in  Andover  Savings 

1,000 

00 

Bank  ....... 

300 

00 

Amount  on  deposit  in  Wakefield  Savings 

Bank  . • . . . 

400 

00 

Town  of  North  Reading,  note 

2,600 

00 

Town  of  North  Reading,  note 

700 

00 

$6,000  00 

STATEMENT  OF  INCOME. 

Amount  available  at  last  report  ...  . $223  03 

Interest  accumulated  on  the  fund  to  Dec. 

21,  1898  186  16 


Total  income  available  . 


$409  19 


PARK.  STREET  CEMETERY  FUND  OF  $300. 

This  fund  was  a gift  to  the  Town,  March  6th,  1893,  from  Mrs. 
Harriet  N.  Flint,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  keeping  in 
repair  her  burial  lot  in  said  cemetery,  and  the  remainder  of  the  in- 
come to  be  used  in  improving  said  cemetery. 

This  fund  is  now  invested  as  follows  : 

Amount  on  deposit  in  Salem  Five  Cent 

Savings  Bank  ......  $300  0O 

STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNT. 

Amount  available  at  last  report  . . . $20  12  . 

Interest  on  the  fund  to  Feb.  8th,  1899  . 13  14 

Total  income  available  . . . $33  26 

ARTHUR  F.  UPTON, 

JOSEPH  I).  COWING, 

HENRY  A.  UPTON, 

Trustees . 


The  Memorial  Day  Committee  beg  leave 

to  submit 

the  follow- 

ing  report: 

Received  from  Selectmen’s  order 

$90  0 

Paid  Peabody  Band  ..... 

45 

00 

Charles  A.  Gardner  .... 

10 

67 

L.  I).  Batchelder,  team 

6 

00 

C.  C.  Tarbox,  team  .... 

3 

00 

Dennis  Batchelder,  team 

2 

00 

George  R.  Hinman,  team  . 

• 

1 

50 

Walter  Eaton,  team  .... 

1 

00 

W.  II.  Twombly  & Sons,  printing 

3 

00 

Amount  carried  forward  . 

$72 

17 

28 

Amount  brought  forward . . . $72  17 

Carpenter  & French,  flags,  bunting 

and  postage  ....  5 28 

E.  A.  Carpenter,  horse  equipments  . 2 50 

Henry  A.  Upton,  team  ...  6 00 

-J.  D.  Cowing,  Town  Treas.,  bal.  . 4 10 


$90  00  $90  00 


H.  G.  GAY,  Treasurer. 


ASSESSORS’  RETURNS. 


Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property 

325 

Non-residents  assessed  on  property  . 

91 

Persons  assessed  a poll  tax  only 

97 

Polls  Assessed  ..... 

238 

Tax  on  polls  ..... 

$2  00 

Rate  of  tax  per  $1000 

$16  00 

Value  of  personal  property 

.$55,413  00 

Value  of  buildings  .... 

. 245,350  00 

Value  of  land  ..... 

. 198,198  00 

$498,961  00 

State  tax  ...... 

. $285  00 

County  tax  ..... 

472  57 

Town  tax  ..... 

. 7,701  80 

$8,459  37 

Number  of  dwelling  houses 

214 

“ “ acres  of  land  . 

7772 

“ “ horses  .... 

197 

“ “ cows  .... 

265 

“ “ swine  .... 

29 

“ “ fowls  .... 

6320 

SOLON  O.  HOLT, 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING, 

Assessors  of  North  Reading . 


REPORT  OF  FOURTH  OF  JULY  COMMITTEE. 


Received  from  Selectmen’s  orders 

Paid  for  fireworks 

$50 

00 

Prizes  .... 

29 

50 

Rail  game 

25 

00 

.Band 

77 

95 

Printing 

Q 

o 

00 

Ball  field  and  balls 

i 

50 

$192 

95 

Balance  returned  to  treasurer 

7 

05 

H. 

L.  ABBOTT, 

Treasurer  of 


$•200  00 


$200  00 
( ’ ommittee . 


TREASURERS’  REPORT. 


Balance  from  last  year 

$09 

20 

Taxes 

collected  for  1895 

232 

82 

U 

“ “ 1890 

556 

61 

u 

“ “ 1897 

. 1,640 

42 

u 

« “ 1898 

. 4,666 

53 

From 

State  and  Military  Aid 

. 1,131 

50 

National  Bank  tax 

101 

61 

Mass.  School  fund 

459 

24 

Superintendent  fund 

125 

00 

Dog  fund  .... 

153 

33- 

Agnes  Nichols  for  land 

100 

00 

Cattle  Inspector  account  . 

37 

50 

Koad  account  .... 

150 

00 

Licenses  ..... 

4 

00 

Insurance  dividends  . 

50 

Rent  of  Memorial  hall  and  rooms 

161 

50 

Fourth  July  committee 

. 7 

05 

Memorial  Day  committee  . 

4 

10 

Bridge  plank  .... 

s 

50 

Cemetery  trustees 

12 

00 

Interest  ..... 

49 

26 

Rent  of  ante  room 

10 

00 

Hired  money 

4,200 

00 

Paid 

out  on  Selectmen’s  orders  . 

.$11,478 

37 

Paid  hired  money  .... 

2,200 

00 

Balance  on  hand 

230 

30 

*18, 90S  l>7 


ASSETS 


Cash  on  hand 
Uncollected  for 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898  . 


Harriet  N.  Flint,  highway  fund 


Less  note  in  anticipation  of  taxes  due  . 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Due  to  Treas.  of  Trustees  of  Flint  Library 
“ “ Treas.  of  Trustees  of  Trust  fund  . 

“ “ State  Treasurer  . 

“ “ Cyrus  Ayers  . 


ASSETS 


School  houses 
Public  library 
Public  buildings 
Cemeteries 
Other  real  estate 
Public  park 
Trust  funds 
Public  grounds 
Fire  apparatus 
Other  assets 


$230 

30 

277 

83 

522 

30 

992 

44 

3,792 

84 

525 

00 

$6,340 

71 

2,000 

00 

$4,340 

71 

© 

o 

o 

00 

3,300 

00 

2,500 

00 

800 

00 

$9,600 

00 

$5,000 

00 

3,000 

00 

19,000 

00 

500 

00 

6,000 

00 

2,600 

00 

9,300 

00 

1,000 

00 

800 

00 

3,000 

00 

Rate 

of 

Interest 

H p.e. 
4 p.  c. 
3f  p.  c. 
4 p.  c. 


$50,200  00 
JOSEPH  D.  COWING, 

Treasurer . 
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TOWN  BUILDINGS. 

WHERE  INSURED 
COMPANY. 

AMT. 

EXPIRES. 

INS.. 

Memorial  Hall 

Underwriters 

$3,000 

June  18,  1901 

$157  5C» 

Quincy 

1,500 

June  22,  1900 

65  63- 

U U 

Home 

3,500 

June  18,  1901 

183  75, 

H a 

Aetna 

2.500 

June  18,  1901 

131  25 

u a 

Dorchester 

1,500 

Sept.  6,  1900 

52  50 

Old  Hall 

Home 

2,000 

Mar.  18,  1903 

75  00' 

Engine  House 

Phoenix 

I4OOO 

Jan.  2,  1902 

20  00 

Almshouse  Buildings 

Dorchester 

1,250 

May  1 , 1901 

25  00 

Traders  & Mechanics. 

1,250 

May  1,  1901 

High  School  House 

Dorchester 

1,000 

Apr.  10,  1900 

25  00' 

West  School  House 

Dorchester 

1,000 

Apr.  10,  1900 

20  00' 

Centre  School  House 

Dorchester 

1,000 

Mar.  -28,  1900 

32  00' 

East  School  House 

Dorchester 

800 

Nov.  2.  1900 

16  00* 

Total  Cost  of  Insurance  for  3 years $839  38 


JOSEPH  D.  GOWING, 

Treasurer. 


AUDITOR  S REPORT. 


I have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  and  find  that 
from  Feb.  19,  1898,  to  Feb.  *20,  1899,  they  have  drawn  281  orders 
•on  the  Treasurer,  representing  $11,478.87 ; have  examined  the 
receipts  and  vouchers  for  these  payments,  and  find  them  correct. 

I find  the  Treasurer  lias  on  deposit  at  First  National  Bank  of 
Beading,  $755.80. 

Have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  Flint  Library, 
the  Treasurer  of  Memorial  Day  Fund  and  the  Treasurer  of  4th  of 
July  Fund,  and  find  them  correct. 

I find  that  the  Trustees  of  Flint  Memorial  Hall  Building  Fund, 
and  Park  Street  Cemetery  Fund,  have  certificates  of  deposit  as 
rendered  by  their  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  II.  PUTNAM, 

North  Reading,  Feb.  20,  1899.  Auditor . 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Citizens  of  Xorth  Heading: 

Appended  is  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
your  committee.  Their  one  regret  is  that  they  have,  though  with 
reluctance,  exceeded  your  most  generous  appropriation.  We  ask 
your  indulgence,  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  and  the  results  at- 
tained seem  to  warrant  the  outlay.  The  report  of  the  Superinten- 
dent, which  follows,  is  most  comprehensive,  and  needs  no  comment 
on  our  part. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

RECEIPTS. 


Appropriation  for  schools 

. $1,500 

00 

“ “ transportation 

900 

00 

“ “ superintendent 

90 

00 

“ “ music 

180 

00 

“ “ books  and  supplies  . 

300 

00 

“ “ repairs 

200 

00 

“ “ new  seats 

175 

00 

Massachusetts  school  fund  . 

459 

24 

Rebate  from  state  . . . 

125 

00 

Overdrawn 

280 

21 

EXPENSES. 

Paid  for  teaching : 

High  school  .... 

$540 

00 

Grammar  school 

39(3 

00 

Intermediate  school 

390 

00 

Primary  school  .... 

390 

00 

Music  and  drawing 

1 23 

00 

Amount  carried  forward 

. $1,845 

00 

36 


Amount  hr  ought  forward 

. $1,845 

00 

Janitors  services,  cleaning  rooms,  etc. 

191 

08 

Transportation  ..... 

882 

00 

Superintendent  ..... 

180 

00 

Supplies  ...... 

357 

36 

Fuel : 

Town  for  wood  . . . $67  50 

J.  M.  Robinson  for  coal  . 83  78 

151  28 

Floors  in  primary  and  intermediate  : 

S.  O.  Holt,  carpenter  work  . $124  75 

W.  I.  Nichols,  oiling  . . 4 90 

129  65 

New  furniture  . . . . . . 183  71 

Putting  in  window,  setting  new  desks  and 

chairs,  repairs  in  two  rooms  . . 69  83 

Painting,  whitewashing  and  repairs  . . 225  54 

$4,215  45 

ESTIMATES  FOR  1899-1900 


Appropriation  for  schools  . 

. $1,500  00 

u 

“ transportation 

882  00 

it 

“ superintendent 

90  00 

u 

“ books  and  supplies 

300  00 

it 

“ music  and  drawing  . 

126  00 

HERBERT  L.  ABBOTT, 

EDWARD  D.  PARKER, 
MARY  F.  LeFAVOUR, 

School  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  North  Heading: 
My  eighth  annual  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 
LIST  OF  TEACHERS. 

High — Clara  B.  Holden. 

Grammar — Edith  F.  Holt. 

Intermediate — Juliette  Todd,  Emma  E.  Scott. 

Primary — Bessie  F.  Dodge. 


SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 


SC  HOO  I.. 

Number  of  pupils  at  ; 
present. 

Js 

! 

GG 

£ ^ 

X 

. X 

z S 

Number  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5 and  15  yrs. 

*3 

Z 

z 

bp 

z 

<; 

z 

-ta 

0> 

U 

Z 

Per  cent,  of  attend- 
ance. 

Number  of  different 
visitors. 

Number  of  visitors 
who  are  parents. 

Number  of  different 
teachers  during  the 
year. 

Salary  per  month  at 
| present. 

High 

22 

31 

0 

4 

16 

24. 

9‘> 

93.  | 

16 

2 

1 

.$60  00 

Crammar 

45 

37 

0 

33 

37 

39.6 

37.8 

95. 

11 

1 

44  00 

Intermediate . . 

46 

48 

0 

44 

48  ! 

41. 

37.8 

91.7 

13 

! 3 

'2 

44  00 

Primary 

37 

62 

0 

16 

62 

37.5 

33.5 

89. 

16 

! 6 

1 

44  00 

| 150 

178 

0 I 

97 

163  ; 

142.1 

131.1 

92.  j 

56 

13 

5 

$192  00 

SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

Town  appropriation  for  1898-9  . . . $300  00 

Amount  expended  .....  297  03 


Balance  unexpended 


$2  97 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


The  class  of  ’98  graduated  at  Flint  Memorial  Hall  on  Thursday, 
June  16.  The  following  was  the  programme: 


PROGRAMME. 


Music,  Carol  of  Spring  Water 

Chorus. 

Recitation,  The  True  Legion  of  Honor  . 

Miss  Eames. 

The  Atmosphere  ...... 

Master  Eaton. 

Essay,  War  of  the  Spanish  Succession 

Master  Flint. 

Music,  Hark  ! Hark  ! The  Lark 

Double  Trio. 

Fertilization  of  Flowers  .... 

Miss  Pringle. 

Recitation,  Sidney  Carton’s  Death  . 

Miss,  Fairbank. 

Music,  Sing  On  ...... 

Double  Trio. 

The  Tides  ...... 

Master  Smith. 

Valedictory  ....... 

Miss  Hayward. 

Music,  How  Sweet  When  Daylight  Closes 
Address,  Education  from  the  Standpoint  of 

Chorus. 

the  Child  ....... 

Supt.  Know lton. 

Conferring  Diplomas,  Town  of  North  Bead- 

ing ........ 

By  Mr.  Parker. 

Class  Ode.  ....... 

GRADUATING  CLASS. 

Dolly  Geneva  Eames.  Hovey  Damon  Eaton. 

Elizabeth  Ethel  Fairbank.  Albert  Garfield  Flint. 

Mildred  Beatrice  Hayward.  Louis  Eaton  Smith. 

Blanche  Pringle. 

READING. 

• 

Here  the  school  must  recognize  two  duties.  The  child  must 
be  taught  the  mechanics  of  reading.  He  must  also  be  directed  to 
use  this  instrument,  which  he  has  received,  for  his  highest  interests. 
The  first  duty  is  fast  becoming  an  easy  one  to  perform.  Under 
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fairly  favorable  conditions  the  normal  child  ought  to  be  able  to  gain 
a complete  key  to  our  language  during  the  first  two  or  three  years 
of  his  school  life. 

The  second  duty,  however,  is  far  more  difficult,  as  it  calls  for  a 
very  wide  range  of  reading  to  suit  the  different  tastes  of  children 
and  the  constant  and  harmonious  co-operation  of  all  the  forces 
undei*  whose  direction  the  child  is  placed.  Our  course  of  study  in 
reading  recognizes  as  never  before  the  individuality  of  the  child, 
and  while  all  pupils  read  the  literature,  history,  geography  and 
science  prescribed  in  the  course,  individual  tastes  when  once  recog- 
nized are  still  further  encouraged  by  directing  as  far  as  possible  the 
child’s  use  of  the  public  library.  Parents  can  help  the  teachers  and 
their  children  in  no  better  way  than  co-operating  with  them  to  this 
end,  and  frequent  consultations  between  parents  and  teachers  as  to 
the  best  reading  for  their  children  would  be  highly  beneficial  for 
the  child. 

The  following  from  the  pen  of  Miss  Jeanette  W.  Hall  is 
worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

“ The  first  impulse  to  greater  interest  in  reading  comes  at 
eight  years.  It  increases  steadily  until  at  10  years,  then  takes  a 
rapid  rise  from  11  to  14,  reaching  its  height  at  15.  From  this  time 
it  gradually  decreased  until  at  18  years  it  reaches  a level  maintained 
throughout  subsequent  life.  An  investigation  of  the  books  drawn 
from  the  library  by  adolescents  shows  that  boys  choose  books  of 
adventure,  of  travel,  of  biography;  while  girls  prefer  fiction.  The 
thirst  for  reading  at  this  period  must  be  satisfied  and  parents  may 
well  spend  much  time  and  thought  upon  the  selection  of  reading 
matter  for  so  important  a time.  Three  things  should  be  kept 
in  mind  in  the  choice  of  this  material.  First,  it  must  belong 
to  a class  of  literature  which  youths  of  this  age  demand  ; that 
is,  it  must  be  interesting  to  them.  Second,  it  must  present  a whole- 
some phase  of  life  that  will  put  high  ideals  before  the  youth  ; 
third,  it  must  be  good  literature.  The  indiscriminate  use  of  a li- 
brary is  an  exceedingly  dangerous  thing.  Some  responsible  person 


should  see  that  children  take  only  such  books  as  will  satisfy  these 
three  requirements.” 


ARITHMETIC. 

There  is  a strong  feeling  that  too  much  time  and  attention  are 
being  given  to  arithmetic  in  the  first  years  of  the  child’s,  school 
life,  and  that  it  would  be  to  the  decided  advantage  of  the  child  if 
the  study  of  this  subject  should  be  deferred  at  least  several  years, 
and  the  time  now  given  to  it  should  be  devoted  to  nature  study, 
oral  language,  music  and  drawing.  In  this  connection  the  words  of 
President  Hall  of  Clark  University  are  pertinent. 

“As  to  mathematics,  we  have  gone  arithmetic  mad  in  this 
country  and  our  children  study  it  from  infancy  through  the  gram- 
mar school.  Do  very  little  in  arithmetic  before  the  age  of  eight 
or  ten.” 

While  this  view  may  seem  radical  to  many,  still  it  is  only  in 
accord  with  the  growing  demand  that  every  child  ought  to  be  de- 
veloped according  to  the  law  of  his  being.  If  the  child  is  a bundle 
of  instincts,  impulses,  emotions  and  the  time  to  develop  them  is  in 
his  early  years,  surely  this  vital  part  of  his  education  should  not  be 
neglected  by  presenting  to  too  great  an  extent  that  which  is  only 
qualitative  in  its  character. 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  committees  of  the  four  towns 
now  forming  the  Tewksbury  District  of  Supervision,  the  feasi- 
bility of  employing  one  and  the  same  person  to  direct  the  study  of 
music  and  drawing  in  the  schools  of  these  towns  was  carefully  con- 
sidered. It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  present  at  this  meet- 
ing that  this  would  be  a step  in  the  right  direction,  provided  a 
proper  supervisor  could  be  found  to  take  charge  of  the  work,  and 
your  superintendent  was  authorized  to  find  and  hire  the  same  if 
possible.  This  action  resulted  in  securing  the  services  of  Miss 
Emily  Fowler  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  who  began  her  duties  with  us 
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at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term.  Miss  Fowler  is  a graduate  of 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  where  she  took  a post  graduate 
course  of  one  year  after  completing  the  regular  course  of  four 
years.  Miss  Fowler  is  also  a thorough  musician  and  has  specially 
prepared  herself  to  teach  music  in  the  public  schools.  In  1893  she 
was  appointed  special  supervisor  in  the  schools  of  Spencer,  Mass. 
After  three  years  of  very  successful  experience  in  these  schools  she 
resigned  and  until  her  present  appointment  continued  her  study  of 
drawing  and  painting,  portrait  work  and  music. 

Thus  far  Miss  Fowler  has  accomplished  all  that  was  anticipa- 
ted. She  has  become  acquainted  with  the  conditions  in  the  differ- 
ent schools  and  has  admirably  planned  her  work  to  suit  the  same. 
Already  she  has  done  much  to  give  both  music  and  drawing  the 
standing  which  they  ought  to  have  in  our  course  of  study,  and  the 
good  results  apparent  at  the  present  time  are  only  indicative  of 
much  better  results  in  the  near  future.  Your  careful  attention  is 
called  to  Miss  Fowler’s  reports  inserted  herewith. 

REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING. 

Drawing  was  introduced  for  the  first  time  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  town  the  1st  of  September,  1898.  This  statement  is  full  of 
significance  and  means  more  than  simply  teaching  the  pupils  to 
draw.  It  is  significant  of  the  increasing  interest  and  sympathy  our 
schools  are  receiving  from  the  public.  This  interest  is  substan- 
tially in  evidence  in  the  large  number  of  new  school  buildings  being 
erected  all  over  the  country  ; buildings  architecturally  good,  simple 
outside  and  perfectly  equipped  inside.  Attention  is  paid  now  as 
it  never  was  before  to  the  decoration  of  the  school  room  ; colors  are 
soft,  harmonious ; pictures  and  casts  of  true  merit  are  being  placed 
there  by  public  school  art  leagues  and  by  individual  art  lovers  and 
artists. 

This  means  the  introduction  of  art  in  the  schools,  something 
just  as  important  as  facts  that  are  memorized  from  text  books.  We 
want  to  give  our  public  school  children  the  best  education  possible. 
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and  this  education  should  have  as  its  result,  culture — culture  that 
sees  what  is  fine  and  beautiful  in  anything,  whether  a song,  a poem 
or  a picture.  In  our  earliest  years  how  vividly  were  things  im- 
pressed upon  our  memory  before  we  began  to  reason,  and  if  in  the 
first  school  years  the  child  is  surrounded  by  not  only  good  but  up- 
lifting, beautiful  influences  he  is  unconsciously  moved,  made  more 
sensitive  to  beauty,  and  it  shows  in  his  thoughts  and  manners. 

Most  of  our  school  children  will  grow  up  to  be  hard-working, 
self-supporting  men  and  women,  therefore  it  is  all  the  more  im- 
portant that  they  should  develop  their  sense  of  the  beautiful  for 
they  will  take  just  so  much  more  pleasure  in  their  surroundings  or? 
better  still,  they  will  make  their  surroundings  better. 

The  study  of  drawing  in  the  school  naturally  results  in  the 
broader  art  culture;  so  as  a study  it  is  made  as  comprehensive  as 
possible.  In  all  grades  the  same  work  is  carried  on,  made  suitable 
for  the  different  ages  of  the  pupils. 

One  of  the  most  useful  ends  to  be  obtained  in  drawing  is  fa- 
cility in  sketching  anything,  so  a great  deal  of  time  is  devoted  to 

^ From  nature, 

1.  Freehand  Sketches  - From  objects, 

( From  type  solids. 

This  work  is  done  with  pencil  and  water  color,  and  is  supple- 
mented by  picture  study  with  just  a glimpse  of  who  the  artist  was. 

^ Working  drawings  of  type 
2.  Mechanical  Drawing-  solids  and  objects, 

( Construction  of  objects. 

Rulers  are  used  for  this  work  in  the  primary  and  intermediate 
schools  and  instruments  in  the  higher  grades. 

f Study  of  color, 

I Study  of  design, 

g Decoration  -J  Study  of  original  design  by  con- 
| ventionalizing  natural  forms, 

^ Study  of  historic  ornament. 

EMILY  FOWLER,  Supervisor  of  Drawing- 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC. 

The  material  belonging  to  the  Natural  Music  course  was  intro- 
duced for  the  first  time  in  our  schools  during  the  fall  term  of  Sep- 
tember, 1898.  The  following  charts  and  books  have  been  pur- 
chased and  are  being  used  at  present. 

Chart  A,  Primary  School, 

Chart  E,  Reader  No.  2,  Intermediate  School, 

Chart  G,  Reader  No.  4,  Grammar  School. 

The  object  of  this  study  is  to  teach  pupils  to  read  vocal  music 
readily  and  to  have  the  singing  soft  and  musical,  not  forced  and  too 
loud.  To  secure  this  end  the  scale  is  sung  descending  first,  for  by 
so  doing  the  pupil  carries  his  head  tones  down  rather  than  his  chest 
tones  up.  Diagrams  of  any  kind  are  avoided,  and  the  full  staff  is. 
•shown  to  all  pupils  from  the  very  youngest.  In  all  the  grades  the 
same  work  is  carried  on,  made  suitable  for  the  different  ages  of  the 
pupil. 

At  the  beginning  of  eveiy  lesson  rapid  vocal  drills  are  sung  to 
unite  the  voices,  followed  by  exercises  read  from  the  chart  in  inter- 
val wurk  modulating  and  tune  drill.  Last,  the  book  is  studied  with 
occasional  written  dictation.  Work  in  reading  becomes  more  diffi- 
cult as  the  grades  advance.  Two-part  singing  is  studied  at  the  end 
of  the.  primary  years,  three-part  singing  in  the  uppei  intermediate 
and  grammar  schools  and  four-part  in  the  high  school. 

EMILY  FOWLER, 
Supervisor  of  Mvsic. 

SCHOOL  ROOM  DECORATION. 

The  decorating  of  our  school  rooms  by  hanging  on  their  walls 
reproductions  of  famous  works  of  art  and  portraits  of  eminent  men 
is  in  accordance  with  the  best  thought  on  this  subject.  Here,  as. 
elsewhere,  only  the  best  should  be  placed  before  our  children,  that 
which  will  appeal  to  their  artistic  sense  and  carry  them  onward  and 
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upward.  New  pictures  have  been  placed  in  all  the  rooms  the  past 
year.  The  names  of  these  and  also  of  those  placed  in  the  different 
rooms  formerly  are  printed  below. 

LIST  OF  PICTURES. 

Primary  School, 


Pharaoh’s  Horses, 

Herring 

The  Meadow, 
Affection 

Dupre 

Thoroughbred, 

Portrait  of  Longfellow. 

Hardy 

Intermediate  school, 

The  Boy  Christ  in  the  Temple, 

Hoffman 

Pilgrim  Exiles, 
Portrait  of  Whittier 

Boughton 

Portrait  of  Holmes, 

DeCamp 

Grammar  school, 

Niagara 

A Halt  in  the  Oasis, 

Schreyer 

Portrait  of  Washington, 
Portrait  of  Bryant. 

Stuart 

High  School 

Warwick  Castle. 
Sistine  Madonna, 
The  Acropolis. 
Portrait  of  Lincoln. 
Portrait  of  Garfield. 
The  Maine. 

Raphael 

SCHOOL  LAWS. 

The  past  year  has  seen  some  important  changes  in  school  legis- 
lation. Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  following  laws  now  in 
force. 
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LENGTH  OF  SCHOOLING  AND  SUBJECTS  TO  BE  TAUGHT, 

CHAPTER  496. 

Section  1.  Every  town  and  city  shall  maintain  for  at  least 
thirty-two  weeks  in  the  year  a sufficient  number  of  schools  for  the 
instruction  of  all  the  children  who  may  legally  attend  a public  school 
therein.  Such  schools  shall  be  taught  by  teachers  of  competent 
ability  and  good  morals,  and  shall  give  instruction  in  orthography,, 
reading,  writing,  the  English  language  and  grammar,  geography, 
arithmethic,  drawing,  the  history  of  the  United  States,  physiology 
and  hygiene,  including  special  instruction  as  to  the  effect  of  alco- 
holic drinks  and  of  stimulants  and  narcotics  on  the  human  system,, 
and  good  behavior.  Bookkeeping,  algebra,  geometry,  one  or  more 
foreign  languages,  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences,  kinder- 
garten training,  manual  training,  agriculture,  sewing,  cooking,  vocal 
music,  physical  training,  civil  government,  ethics  and  such  other- 
subjects  as  the  school  committee  deem  expedient,  may  be  taught  in 
the  public  schools. 

HIGH  SCHOOL,  CHAPTER  496. 

Section  2.  Every  city  and  every  town  of  five  hundred  fam- 
ilies or  householders  according  to  the  latest  public  census  taken  by 
the  authority  either  of  the  Commonwealth  or  of  the  United  States, 
shall,  and  any  other  town  may,  maintain  a high  school,  ade- 
quately equipped,  to  be  kept  by'  a principal  and  such  assistants  as 
may  be  needed,  of  competent  ability  and  good  morals,  who  shall 
give  instruction  in  such  subjects  designated  in  section  one  as  it  may  be 
deemed  expedient  to  teach  in  the  high  school,  and  in  such  addition- 
al subjects  as  may  be  required  for  the  general  purpose  of  training 
and  culture,  as  well  as  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing  pupils 
for  admission  to  state  normal  schools,  technical  schools  and  colleges. 
Such  high  schools  shall  maintain  one  or  more  courses  of  study,  at 
least  four  years  in  length,  and  shall  be  kept  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  city,  forty  weeks  at  least,  exclusive 
of  vacations,  in  each  year.  A town  may  if  it  chooses  meet  only  a 
portion  of  the  foregoing  requirements  in  its  own  high  school ; pro- 


ruled , that  it  shall  make  adequate  provisions  for  meeting  the  rest  of 
said  requirements  in  the  high  school  of  another  town  or  any  city. 

Section  3.  Any  town  of  less  than  five  hundred  families  or 
householders  in  which  a public  high  school  or  a school  of  correspond- 
ing grade  is  not  maintained  shall  pay  for  the  tuition  of  any  child  who 
resides  in  said  town  and  who  attends  the  high  school  of  another 
town  or  city,  provided  the  approval  of  such  attendance  by  the 
school  committee  of  the  town  in  which  the  child  resides  is  first  ob- 
tained. If  any  town  in  which  a public  high  school  or  a school  of 
corresponding  grade  is  not  maintained  neglects  or  refuses  to  pay  for 
tuition  as  provided  in  this  section  such  town  shall.be  liable  therefor 
to  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  child  furnished  with  such  tuition 
if  the  parent  or  guardian  has  paid  for  the  same,  and  otherwise  to 
the  town  or  city  furnishing  the  same,  in  an  action  of  contract.  No 
member  of  the  school  committee  of  a town  in  which  a public  high 
school  or  a school  of  corresponding  grade  is  not  maintained  shall  re- 
fuse to  approve  the  attendance  of  any  child  residing  in  such  town 
in  the  high  school  of  some  other  town  or  city  if  such  child  has  com- 
pleted the  course  of  instruction  provided  by  the  former  town,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  or  the  school  com- 
mittee of  said  former  town,  is  properly  qualified  to  enter  such  high 
school.  If  the  school  committee  of  such  town  refuses  to  grant  such 
approval  such  town  shall  be  liable  for  the  tuition  of  such  child,  in 
the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  the  parent  or  guard- 
ian of  such  child  had  obtained  the  approval  of  the  school  com- 
mittee. Any  town  not  maintaining  a public  high  school  or  a 
school  of  corresponding  grade,  but  affording  high  school  in- 
struction by  sending  pupils  to  other  towns,  may  pay  the  neces- 
sary transportation  expenses  of  such  pupils.  Any  town  the  valua- 
tion of  which  does  not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  all 
necessary  sums  which  have  been  actually  expended  for  high  school 
tuition  under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  provided  such  expendi- 
ture shall  be  certified  under  oath  to  the  state  board  of  education  by 
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the  school  committee  of  such  town  within  thirty  days  from  the  date 
of  such  expenditure,  and  provided  such  high  school  shall  have  been 
approved  by  the  state  board  of  education. 

COMPULSORY  ATTENDANCE,  CHAPTER  496. 

Section.  1*2.  Every  child  between  seven  and  fourteen  years 
of  age  shall  attend  some-  public  day  school  in  the  town  or  city  in 
which  he  resides  during  the  entire  time  the  public  day  schools  are 
in  session,  subject  to  such  exceptions  as  to  children,  places  of  at- 
tendance and  schools  as  are  provided  for  in  sections  three,  seven, 
ten  and  eleven  of  this  act ; provided,  that  the  superintendent  of 
schools  or,  where  there  is  no  superintendent  of  schools,  the  school 
■committee,  or  teachers  acting  under  authority  of  said  superintendent 
of  schools  or  school  committee,  may  excuse  cases  of  necessary  ab- 
sence ; and  provided,  farther,  that  the  attendance  of  a child  upon  a 
public  day  school  shall  not  be  required  if  such  child  has  attend- 
ed for  a like  period  of  time  a private  day  school  approved  by  the 
school  committee  of  such  town  or  city  in  accordance  with  section 
two  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  or  if  such  child  has  been 
otherwise  instruced  -for  a like  period  of  time  in  the  branches  of 
learning  required  by  law  to  be  taught  in  the  public  schools,  or 
has  already  acquired  the  branches  of  learning  required  by  law  to 
be  taught  in  the  public  schools,  or  if  his  physical  or  mental 
condition  is  such  as  to  render  such  attendance  inexpedient  or  im- 
practicable. Every  person  having  under  his  control  a child  as  des- 
cribed in  this  section  shall  cause  such  child  to  attend  school  as  re- 
quired by  this  section. 

HA ItITU A I.  T RUANT'S,  ABSENTEES  ANI)  SCHOOL  OFFENDERS, 

CHAPTER  496. 

Section  24.  Every  habitual  truant,  that  is,  every  child  between 
seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age  who  wilfully  and  habitually  absents 
himself  from  school  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  section  twelve  of 
this  act,  upon  complaint  by  a truant  officer,  and  conviction  thereof, 
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may  be  committed,  if  a boy,  to  a county  truant  school  for  a period 
not  exceeding  two  years,  and  if  a girl,  to  the  state  industrial  school 
for  girls,  unless  such  child  is  placed  on  probation  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion twenty- eight  of  this  act. 

Section  25.  Every  habitual  absentee,  that  is,  every  child  be- 
tween seven  and  sixteen  years  of  age  who  may  be  found  wandering 
about  in  the  streets  or  public  places  of  any  town  or  city  of  the 
Commonwealth,  having  no  lawful  occupation,  habitually  not  attend- 
ing school,  and  growing  up  in  idleness  and  ignorance,  upon  com- 
plaint by  a truant  officer  or  any  other  person,  and  conviction  there- 
of, may  be  committed,  if  a boy,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  a 
county  truant  school  for  a period  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  to  the 
Lyman  school  for  boys,  and,  if  a girl,  to  the  state  industrial  school 
for  girls,  unless  such  child  is  placed  on  probation  as  provided  in 
section  twenty-eight  of  this  act. 

Section  26.  Eveiy  habitual  school  offender,  that  is,  every  child 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  who  persistently  violates  the  reason- 
able regulations  of  the  school  which  he  attends,  or  otherwise  per- 
sistently misbehaves  therein,  so  as  to  render  himself  a fit  subject  for 
exclusion  therefrom,  upon  complaint  by  a truant  office]*,  and  convic- 
tion thereof,  may  be  committed,  if  a boy,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  to  a county  truant  school  for  a period  not  exceeding  two 
years,  or  to  the  Lyman  school  for  boys,  and,  if  a girl,  to  the  state 
industrial  school  for  girls,  unless  such  child  is  placed  on  probation 
as  provided  in  section  twenty-eight  of  this  act. 

TRUANT  OFFICERS,  CHAPTER  496. 

Section  33.  The  school  committee  of  every  town  and  city 
shall  appoint  and  fix  the  compensation  of  one  or  more  persons  to 
be  designated  as  truant  officers,  and  shall  make  rules  and  regulations 
governing  said  officers.  Truant  officers  shall  not  receive  fees  for 
their  services.  The  school  committees  of  two  or  more  towns  or 
cities  may  employ  the  same  truant  officer  or  officers. 

Section  34.  The  truant  officers  of  towns  and  cities  shall  in- 
quire into  all  cases  arising  under  sections  eleven,  twelve,  twenty- 
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four  to  twenty-six  inclusive  and  thirty-one  of  this  act,  and  may 
make  complaints,  serve  legal  processes,  and  carry  into  execution 
judgments  thereunder.  They  shall  perform  the  duties  of  over- 
sight of  children  placed  on  probation  as  may  be  required  of  them 
under  section  twenty-eight  of  this  act. 

Section  31.  Any  person  having  under  his  control  a child  be 
tween  seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age  who  fails  for  five  day  ses- 
sions or  ten  half  day  sessions  within  any  period  of  six  months  while 
under  such  control,  to  cause  such  child  to  attend  school  as  required 
by  section  twelve  of  this  act,  the  physical  or  mental  condition  of 
such  child  not  being  such  as  to  render  his  attendance  at  school 
harmful  or  impracticable,  upon  complaint  by  a truant  officer,  and 
conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a fine  of  not  more  than 
twenty  dollars.  Any  person  who  induces  or  "attempts  to  induce  any 
child  to  absent  himself  unlawfully  from  school,  or  employs  or 
harbors  while  school  is  in  session  any  child  absent  unlawfully  from 
school,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

VACCINATION  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES,  CHAPTER  496. 

Section  11.  No  child  who  has  not  been  duly  vaccinated  shal 
be  admitted  to  a public  school  except  upon  presentation  of  a certifi- 
cate signed  by  a regular  practising  physician  that  such  child  is  an 
unfit  subject  for  vaccination.  No  child  who  is  a member  of  a 
household  in  which  a person  is  sick  with  smallpox,  diphtheria,, 
scarlet  fever  or  measles,  or  of  a household  exposed  to  contagion 
from  a household  as  aforesaid,  shall  attend  any  public  school  during 
such  sickness  or  until  the  teacher  of  the  school  has  been  furnished 
with  a certificate  from  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  or  city,  or 
from  the  attending  physician  of  such  sick  person,  stating  in  a case 
of  smallpox,  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever,  that  a period  of  at  least 
two  weeks,  and  in  a case  of  measles  a period  of  at  least  three  days, 
lias  elapsed  since  the  recovery,  removal  or  death  of  such  person, 
and  that  danger  of  the  conveying  of  such  disease  by  such  child  has 
passed. 
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CENSUS  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN,  CHAPTER  496. 

Section  16.  The  school  committees  of  all  towns  ancl  cities 
shall  annually  ascertain  and  record  the  names,  ages  and  such  other 
information  as  may  be  designated  by  the  state  board  of  education, 
of  all  persons  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  of  all 
minors  over  fourteen  years  of  age  who  cannot  read  at  sight  and 
write  legibly  simple  sentences  in  the  English  language,  residing  in 
their  respective  towns  and  cities  on  the  first  day  of  September,  and 
such  record  shall  be  completed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber. The  first  census  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be 
taken  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  Whoever  has 
under  his  control  a minor  over  five  years  of  age  and  withholds  in- 
formation in  his  possession  sought  by  a school  committee  or  its 
agents  relating  to  the  items  required  to  be  ascertained  by  this  sec- 
tion, or  falsifies  in  regard  to  the  same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a fine  of 
not  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

111(411  SCHOOL. 

By  referring  to  the  Public  Statutes  Chapter,  496,  Section  1 and 
2,  printed  on  a previous  page  of  this  report,  the  following  facts  will 
be  observed. 

The  High  School. — Section  2 requires  every  town  of  five  hun- 
dred families  or  householders,  and  permits  any  town,  to  maintain  a 
high  school,  adequately  equipped,  to  be  kept  by  a principal  and 
such  assistants  as  may  be  needed,  of  competent  ability  and  good 
morals.  The  distinction  hitherto  made  between  two  grades  of  high 
schools  is  abolished. 

The  following  requirements  apply  to  every  high  school, 
whether  it  is  kept  in  obedience  to  the  statute  or  voluntarily : 

1.  Instruction  shall  be  given  in  such  subjects  designated  in 
Section  1 as  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  teach  in  the  high  school, 
and  in  such  additional  subjects  as  may  be  required  for  the  general 
purpose  of  training  and  culture,  as  well  as  for  the  special  purpose  of 
preparing  pupils  for  admission  to  State  normal  schools,  technical 
schools  and  colleges  (new). 
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2.  There  shall  be  at  least  one  course  of  study  four  years  in 
length  (new),  and  the  school  shall  be  kept  forty  weeks  at  least,  ex- 
clusive of  vacations,  in  each  year  (old). 

3.  A town  may,  if  it  chooses,  meet  only  a portion  of  the  fore- 
going requirements  in  its  own  high  school ; provided,  that  it  shall 
make  adequate  provisions  for  meeting  the  rest  of  said  require- 
ments in  the  high  school  of  another  town  or  any  city  (new). 

In  order  to  meet  these  requirements,  provided  we  should  try 
to  meet  them  in  our  own  schools,  the  following  demands  at  least 
would  be  made  upon  us. 

1.  The  extension  of  our  school  year  from  3b  weeks  to  40 
weeks. 

2.  The  addition  of  another  year’s  work  to  our  course  of  study. 

3.  The  employment  of  two  teachers  instead  of  one. 

4.  Different  building  accommodations. 

5.  The  purchase  of  considerable  additional  apparatus  for 
teaching  the  different  subjects. 

6.  The  raising  of  the  standard  of  the  work  done  in  the 
lower  schools  by  increasing  the  number  of  teachers  and  rooms. 

Two  other  courses  of  action,  as  I stated  in  my  last  annual 
report,  are  open  to  us  : one  to  provide  all  high  school  instruction  for 
our  pupils  outside  of  our  schools,  the  other  to  provide  part  of  such 
instruction  in  our  schools  and  the  rest  elsewhere.  The  serious  ob- 
jection to  adopting  the  first  of  these  two  courses  is  that  it  might 
result  in  shortening  the  time  of  schooling  for  many  of  our  pupils. 
No  doubt  the  unwillingness  of  many  parents  to  have  their  children 
attend  school  so  far  away  from  home,  and  also  the  expense  to  them 
of  transportation,  would  encourage  this  result.  Another  objection 
on  the  part  of  many  to  adopting  this  course  is  the  increased  cost  it 
would  mean  to  the  town. 

In  this  connection  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  present  leg- 
islation calls  for  a very  different  high  school  from  the  one  we  have 
been  supporting.  To  make*  such  changes,  as  I have  stated  above 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  law,  would  necessitate  the  expenditure 
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of  a much  larger  sum  of  money  than  heretofore,  considering  the 
number  of  pupils  who  would  actually  take  high  school  work,  the 
expense  would  doubtless  be  very  little,  if  any,  greater  to  provide 
for  their  high  school  instruction  elsewhere. 

The  adoption  of  the  second  of  these  two  courses  would  present 
no  serious  difficulties,  for  the  present  at  least,  provided  we  did  not 
try  to  do  more  than  the  first  year,  or  at  the  most  the  first  two  years 
of  high  school  work.  The  lower  schools  could  be  relieved  then  by 
having  the  teacher  of  the  high  school  studies  take  also  the  work 
of  at  least  one  of  the  grammar  grades.  The  relief  of  our  lower 
schools  is  an  important  thing  to  bear  in  mind,  as  something  to  this 
end  will  have  to  be  done  in  the  near  future.  Some  of  the  serious 
objections  to  attempting  two  years  of  high  school  work  are  the 
following : 

1.  The  small  number  of  pupils  there  would  be  in  the  school 
unless  the  pupils  of  at  least  one  of  the  classes  in  the  grammar 
grades  took  their  work  there. 

2.  The  difficulty  in  securing  a teacher  equipped  and  adapted 
to  do  both  the  high  and  grammar  school  work  together. 

3.  The  difficulty  one  teacher  would  have  in  doing  the  required 
work  so  that  our  pupils  could  take,  without  serious  loss,  any  one  of 
the  three  courses  usually  maintained  in  high  schools. 

4.  The  little  opportunity  that  would  be  given  of  relieving  the 
lower  schools  and  of  increasing  the  work  both  in  quantity  and 
quality  in  the  grammar  grades. 

I insert  herewith  a copy  of  the  first  two  years’  work  in  the 
Peabody  High  School.  An  examination  of  tjie  same  will  show  the 
work  which  would  have  to  be  done  before  our  pupils  could  begin 
either  the  second  or  third  year’s  work  of  that  or  some  other  high 
school. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY-PEABODY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Classical  Course. 

1st  year.  Algebra,  Latin  lessons,  rhetoric  and  literature  (20 
weeks),  history,  Greece  and  Rome  (20  weeks). 


*2d  year.  Plane  geometry,  Ca?sarand  Cicero,  Greek  lessons. 

Latin- Scientific  Course. 

1st  year.  Algebra,  Latin  lessons,  rhetoric  and  literature  (20 
weeks),  history,  Greece  and  Rome  (20  weeks). 

2d  year.  Plane  geometry,  Caesar  and  Cicero,  physics,  English. 

English  Course. 

1st  year.  Algebra,  general  history,  physics  (20  weeks),  rhet- 
oric and  literature  (20  weeks). 

2d  year.  Plane  geometry,  English  history  (20  weeks),  civil 
government  (20  weeks),  physical  geography  (20  weeks),  botany 
(20  weeks). 

IX  GENERAL. 

Repairs. — The  repairs  made  and  the  new  school  furniture 
placed  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  rooms  during  the  vacation 
have  met  an  urgent  need  and  already  have  been  productive  of 
much  good.  It  would  be  equally  helpful  to  the  pupils  and  the 
teacher  of  the  grammar  school  if  the  double  desks  in  this  school 
also  could  be  exchanged  for  single  desks. 

Schools  and  Fiscal  Years. — Uniformity  of  fiscal  year,  as  well  as 
the  uniform  coincidence  of  school  years  with  fiscal,  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ; but  uniformity  of  school  years  is  feasible  and  desirable.  It 
is  recommended  that  hereafter  all  attendance  returns  shall  be  based 
on  the  natural  school  year  that  begins  in  September  and  ends  in 
June,  money  returns  to  be  made  as  heretofore  for  their  respec- 
tive fiscal  3rears. 

I would  suggest  the  above  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education  be  followed,  and  that  hereafter  our  * 
school  registers  be  kept  from  September  to  June. 

School  Calender. — The  following  school  calendar  for  the  com- 
ing year  is  recommended  for  your  adoption  : 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR  FOR  1899-1900. 

Spring  Term — March  27  to  June  17.  12  weeks. 

Vacation — June  17  to  September  11. 


Fall  Term — September  11  to  December  16.  14  weeks. 

Vacation— December  16  to  January  1. 

Winter  Term — January  1 to  March  10.  10  weeks. 

Vacation — March  10  to  March  26. 

Spring  Term — 1900,  March  26  to  June  16.  12  weeks. 

Vote. — Thanksgiving  Kecess, 

Thursday  and  Friday. 

Allow  me  in  closing  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  committee, 
teachers,  parents  and  citizens  for  their  continued  courtesy  and  co- 
operation . 

Jim  IIS  C.  KNOWLTON, 

Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  FLINT  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 


To  the  Citizens  of  North  Reading : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Flint  Library,  in  presenting  their  annual 
report,  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  Library  enjoys  the  same  popular 
favor  which  has  been  with  it  from  the  first. 

The  number  of  books  given  out  this  year,  eight  thousand  and 
sixty-three,  is  above  the  average. 

Of  the  five  trustees  appointed  by  Mrs.  Flint,  one  has  moved 
from  town — Mr.  Henry  Towle;  two  have  died — Albert  II.  Holt 
and  John  B.  Campbell  ; and  two  remain  with  us  to  the  present 
time — Dennis  Batchelder  and  George  B.  Parker.  One  has  been 
treasurer  and  attended  to  the  purchase  of  books  through  all  these 
years.  The  number  of  books  purchased  this  year  is  ninety-two, 
and  twenty-six  have  been  given — the  state  of  Massachusetts 
twenty-five  and  one  from  Mrs.  Palmer.  Our  Librarian  resigned 
last  spring  and  Miss  Addie  W.  Gowing  was  appointed. 

The  first  catalogue  was  issued  in  1878  and  a supplementary 
one  in  1886.  For  the  convenience  of  our  patrons  another  supple- 
ment is  now  needed.  Your  liberality  to  us  last  year  renders  it 
unnecessary  to  ask  an  appropriation  unless  the  town  should  vote  for 
a wholly  new  catalogue. 

GEORGE  K.  PARKER, 
GEORGE  B.  PARKER, 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON, 
EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, 
JOSEPH  D.  GOWING, 
DENNIS  BATCHELDER, 

Trustees. 


Flint  Library  February,  16,  1899. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  Feb.  16,  1898  . 
Interest  on  Flint  Memorial  fund 
Received  from  dog  fund 


PAYMENTS. 

W.  B.  Clark  & Co.,  for  books 
Librarian  ...... 

Repairing  books  .... 

Care  of  library  room  .... 

Expressage  ..... 


$69  92 
165  00 
153  33 

$388  25 

$91  92 
52  00 
12  00 
10  50 
1 65 

$168  07 


Balance $220  07 

GEORGE  B.  PARKER, 

Treasurer  of  Flint  Library . 


Flint  Library,  Feb.  16,  1899. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


Number  of  volumes  in  library 
Number  of  volumes  circulated 
Number  of  volumes  purchased 
Number  of  volumes  replaced 
Magazines  bound 
Number  of  volumes  presented 
State  of  Massachusetts 
Mrs.  Palmer  .... 
Mrs.  Henry  Campbell  . 

Harper’s  Magazine,  1897. 

Harper’s  Magazine,  1898. 

Arena  Magazine,  1897. 

Fines  collected  .... 
Miscellaneous  expenses 

ADDIE 

Flint  Library,  Feb.  16,  1899. 


4,898 
8,068 
76 
16 
2 vols. 
26 


2 b 


1 


6 pamphlets 


$6  20 
$4  48 


W.  GO  WING,  Librarian. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  North  Heading , in  thq 

County  of  Middlesex,  ,4 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you  are 
hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  North  Reading,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections,  and  Town  affairs, 
to  meet  in  Flint  Memorial  Hall,  in  said  Town,  on  Monday,  the 
sixth  day  of  March  next,  at  eight  o’clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there 
to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz: 

Article  1.  To  choose  a Moderator. 

Article  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  3.  To  hear  reports  of  Selectmen,  Assessors,  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  Road  Commissioners,  Treasurer,  Collector, 
School  Committee,  Fire  Department,  Trustees  of  Flint  Library, 
Trustees  of  Cemeteries,  Trustees  of  Trust  Funds,  Committees,  and 
act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  vote  on  the  question,  Shall  license  be  granted 
for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? u Yes  ” or  • No.” 

Article  5.  To  see  how  much  money  the  Town  will  raise  and 
appropriate  for  Schools,  School  Incidentals,  School  Superintendent, 
Ordinary  Expenses,  Highways,  Bridges,  Sidewalks,  Town  Debt, 
Cemeteries,  Transporting  Scholars  to  and  from  School,  Fire  De- 
partment, Memorial  Day. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard 
to  the  money  received  from  the  Dog  Fund. 
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Article  7.  To  see  what  method  the  Town  will  adopt  for  the 
collection  of  taxes  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  their  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Town,  in  anticipation 
of  taxes  for  the  present  year,  under  the  direction  and  approval  of 
{he  Selectmen. 

* Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  give  to  their  Treasurer 
authority  to  hire  money  or  renew  notes  for  any  portion  of  the  Town 
Debt  that  may  come  due  the  ensuing  year,  under  the  direction 
and  approval  of  the  Selectmen. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  give  their  Selectmen  au- 
thority to  contract  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Commission 
for  the  construction  of  highways  in  said  Town  in  accordance  with 
Section  4 of  Chap.  497  of  the  acts  of  1894. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  make  a park  of 
the  Putnam  lot  purchased  by  the  Town  last  year  or  what  they  will 
do  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  to  paint  the  High  School  building  or  what  they  will 
do  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  improvement  of  the  Putnam  lot  as  a Park, 
or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt  the  Australian 
System  of  balloting  for  the  election  of  officers  at  their  annual 
meeting. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  move  their  High 
School  building  from  its  present  location  to  the  piece  of  land  at 
the  corner  of  Park  and  Haverhill  streets,  adjoining  the  common,  or 
what  they  will  do  in  relation  to  the  same. 
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Article  16.  To  see  how  much  money  the  Town  will  raise  and 
appropriate  to  paint  the  Old  Town  Hall  building. 


Article  17.  To  see  how  much  money  the  Town  will  raise  and 
appropriate  to  improve  their  land  on  Park  Street  adjoining  the 
Poor  Farm,  or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  18.  To  see  how  much  money  the  Town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  to  paint  and  repair  the  Almshouse  Buildings. 

ft 

Article  19.  To  see  if  'the  Town  will  choose  a Committee  to 
take  any  action  that  they  may  deem  expedieet  and  neccessary  to 
procure  an  Electric  Railway  through  the  town. 


Article  20.  To  see  how  much  money  the  Town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  to  build  a sidewalk  and  straighten  the  road  near 
the  residence  of  Willard  P.  Turner. 


Article  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  sell  or  cause  to  be  re- 
moved, the  elm  trees  on  the  land  recently  purchased  by  the  Town, 
near  the  wall  that  separates  said  land  from  that  of  Leland  D. 
Batchelder,  or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  22.  To  see  what  instructions  the  Town  will  give 
their  Road  Commissioners  in  regard  to  closing  certain  portions  of 
their  highways  at  times  of  deep  snow,  or  what  they  will  do  in  re- 
gard to  the  same. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  build  a Board 
Fence  on  Haverhill  street  near  the  Store  House  of  A.  F.  Upton, 
or  what  they  will  do  in  regard  to  the  same. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  their  Road  Com- 
missioners to  rebuild  the  culvert  at  the  junction  of  Haverhill  and 
Park  streets,  or  what  they  will  dc  about  it. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  sell  their  School  Houses 
not  in  use,  or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  26.  To  hear  report  of  Road  Commissioners  on  Guide 
Boards,  and  act  thereon. 


Article  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  List  of 
Jurors  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  of  the  same  at  the  usual  places  in  said  Town,  seven 
days  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  r{own  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty- fourth  day  ot*  February,  A. 
D.,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- nine. 

SOLON  O.  HOLT, 

JOSEPH  D.  COWING, 

Selectmen  of  Xorth  Rending. 
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